ROMANIA — ROMANIA

ORASE VECHI,
ORASE NOI

TOWNS OLD AND
NEW
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Romania — Orase vechi, orase noi

Nu existd oras care s& nu ne imbie macar la o zi de popas. Orasele romanesti, mai mari sau

mai mici, mai vechi sau mai noi, desfasoara fiecare un tip aparte de farmec.

Bucuresti, capitala Roméniei, surprinde prin amestecul de trdsaturi moderne si amintiri din
anii ,micului Paris”. Stradute cu vechi palate si case boieresti, construite in stil eclectic, cu
elemente neoclasice, baroce ori neobrancovenesti, biserici vechi, cartiere de blocuri ridicate in
anii comunismului, constructii de beton si sticla... Nucleul vechiului Bucuresti s-a inchegat in
jurul Curtii Domnesti de pe malul Dambovitei, construitd intre 1400-1418 de Mircea cel Batran
si extinsad dupa 1456 de Vlad Tepes, care si-a stabilit resedinta aici.

Transilvania este vestita pentru burgurile medievale cu
o structura tipic germand, intemeiate de sasii colonizati
aici in secolul al Xll-lea. Sighisoara, una dintre putinele
cetati locuite din sud-estul Europei, a fost inclusd pe Lista
Patrimoniului Mondial UNESCO. Sibiul péstreaza urme
ale infloritorului burg medieval de altadata si cladiri cu
elemente arhitecturale specifice barocului vienez, inaltate
in timpul administratiei habsburgice (dupa 1699). Cluj-
Napoca, vechi centru universitar, a renascut gratie unei
economii puternice si performante, bazate pe serviciile IT.
La Alba lulia s-a semnat, la 1 Decembrie 1918, actul unirii

Transilvaniei, Banatului, Maramuresului si Crisanei cu

Romania. lar Brasovul, asezat la poalele Muntelui Tampa,

este unul dintre cele mai mari centre turistice ale tarii. - ;
Sighisoara - Turnul cu Ceas

< Bucuresti — Palatul Cantacuzino / Bucharest — Cantacuzino Palace Sighisoara - The Clock Tower
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In Maramures nu ratati orasul Baia Mare, strijuit de Muntii Gutai; centrul vechi, dominat de

Turnul lui Stefan, este marginit de edificii in stil baroc. Cei care au vizitat Satu Mare, in Tara

Oasului, au fost impresionati de varietatea sa arhitectonica.

Banatul inseamna in primul rand Timisoara, orasul care poartd in cea mai mare masurs

amprenta barocului si totodata primul oras european in care s-a introdus iluminatul public

electric (1884).In Crisana descoperim splendidul oras de granita Oradea, principala poarta

de intrare in Romania dinspre vestul Europei, care a inceput sa-si puna in lumini pretiosul

patrimoniu Art Nouveau.

Orasele moldovenesti sunt invaluite intr-o atmosferd mai molcomé, mai senina: in aceste

targuri, timpul pare cd Inca mai are rabdare. lasiul, orasul asezat pe sapte coline, precum

Roma, este, bineinteles, inima Moldovei.

Cluj-Napoca — fostul Cazinou din Parcul Central
Cluj-Napoca - the former casino in Central Park

Dobrogea, locuita odinioard de
geti si sciti, a fost colonizatd de
greci in secolele VII-VI a. Chr,
facand apoi parte din statul lui
Burebista, din Imperiul Roman si
Bizantin. Constanta (antica colonie
greceasca Tomis) este cel mai mare
port la Marea Neagra al Romaniei.

Rasfoind urmatoarele pagini ne
veti da dreptate: nu exista oras
care sd nu ne imbie macar la o zi de
popas.

ﬁ— Towns Old and New

Vedere aeriand asupra falezei orasului Constanta, dominatd de eleganta silueta a Cazinoului
Aerial view over the shoreline of Constanta, dominated by the elegant silhouette of the Casino
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Romania — Towns Old and New

There is no town that does not entice one to spend at least
day there. The towns of Romania, large and small, old and
new, each have their own special charm.

Bucharest, the capital of Romania, captivates with its
blend of modernist features and memories of the “Little
Paris” The narrow streets with their old palaces and boyar
residences, built in the eclectic, neo-classical, baroque, and
neo-Brdncoveanu styles, the ancient churches, the districts
of housing blocks constructed under communism, the
new buildings of glass and steel... The nucleus of the old
Bucharest developed around the Princely Court, built on the
banks of the Ddmbovita River by Mircea the Old between
1400 and 1418, and later extended by Viad the Impaler,
who established his residence here,

Transylvania is famed for its typically Germanic mediaeval burgs, founded by Saxon colonists
in the 12th century. Sighisoara, one of the few inhabited citadel in South Eastern Europe, is
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Sibiu sill preserves vestiges of the flourishing mediaeval burg
of former times, as well as buildings in the Viennese Baroque style, dating from the time of the
Hapsburg Empire. Cluj-Napoca, a major centre of scientific learning, saw a new development in
the recent years, harbouring now a strong and performing economy, based on IT services. It was
in Alba lulia that the Act of Union between Transylvania, the Banat, Maramures, Crisana and
Romania was signed on 1 December 1918. Brasov, situated at the foot of the Tampa Mountain,

is one of the country’s major tourist centres.
Sibiu - Piata Mica / Sibiu - The Little Square
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In Maramures, we shall be visiting Baia Mare, in the foothills of the Gutdi Mountains. The old centre
is dominated by Stefan’s Tower, flanked by numerous buildings in the Baroque style. Those who visit
Satu Mare, in Oas country, will be ravished by its architectural variety.

The Banat is synonymous with Timisoara, a city upon which the Baroque left its unmistakable mark
and, at the same, the first European city to introduce electric street lighting (1884). Oradea, the
largest city of the province of Crisana, is the main entry gateway to Romania from Western Europe.

The towns of Moldavia are seemingly enveloped in a more tranquil atmosphere. In these towns, time
seems to move at a slower pace. Jassy (lasi), which, like Rome, is a city of seven hills, is, of course,
the heart of Moldavia.

Dobrogea, originally inhabited by the Getae and Scythians, was colonised by the Greeks in the
seventh and sixth centuries BC. It was then a part of Burebista’s kingdom, the Roman and Byzantine
Empire. Constantia (the ancient Greek colony of Tomis) is Romania’s largest Black Sea port.

Leafing through the pages that follow, you are sure to be convinced that, in Romania, there is not a
single town that does not entice you to spend at least a day there.

Bucuresti — fostul Palat Regal, azi Muzeul National de Arta / Bucharest — the former Royal Palace, now the
National Museum of Art

Hunedoara ~ Castelul Corvinilor / The Hunyadi Castle >




