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Academician Rizvan THEODORESCU

Despre prima modernitate a romAnilor

Domnule Presedinte al Academiei,
Doamnelor Si Domnilor colegi din Academie,
Doamnelor qi Domnilor calegi din Parlament
:gi din Gut;ern,
Excelenle,
Doamnelor Si Domnilor,

Rostind astdzi, aici, cuv6ntul care, potrivit tradifiei, revine
celui ce pitrunde, cu drepturi depiine, in cea mai aleas6 adunare
a f[rii acesteia, gAndul m[ duce la umbre ilustre sau numai dragi
mie, c[rora le datorez imens qi care la timpul lor, intr-o vialb pe
alocuri exemplard, au intrat falnic sau numai sfios in aceasti
au1d. Intr-un loc ce inseamni pentru mine din adolescenld inci
- tatd, o m[fturisesc abia acum unul dintre spaliile cele mai
intimidante gi, deopotriv[, cele mai atagante din c6te cunosc.

GAndul recunoscStor m[ duce, cu decenii in urm6, la
profesorii mei din Universitate - cdliva dintre ei, membri ai
Academiei Romine -, ffi6 duce la acela cdruia nu i-am mul{umit
niciodatb indeajuns pe cAnd tr[ia, pentru generozitatea parrona-
jului slu intelectual, la Emil Condurachi, dascSlul qi omul fbrd
de care, probabil, unii elevi ai sdi nu ar fi ceea ce sunt, model

pentru mul{i dintre noi de cultur6, fine{e qi diplomalie
inefabile; qi md mai duce acelagi gAnd al gratitudinii postume la
un alt Emil, la EmilLdzdrescu, mai pulin cunoscutul,,profesor"
fbrd nici o catedrS, dar cu puzderie de discipoli, cu o biografie
schingiuit[, a cdrui serenitate, a c[rui logici qi al c[rui dar
peripatetic mi-au fost, in chip definitiv, lec{ii de via{d.

Unul dintre spiritele ilustre ale veacului ce abia s-a
incheiat, Henri-Irdnde Marrou, nota undeva o refleclie care dd
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sens trudei noastre permanente: ,,Marele istoric va fi cel care va
qti sd aleagd adevdrataproblemd, sd cear[ trecutului sd rdspundd
la o intrebare care sd aibd, pentru noi, posteritatea, un interes
real, o valoare existenliald qi care, pe de altdpafie, sd corespundd
unei realitdli in mediul studiat".

Istoria pe care voi incerca sd o schilez pentru Dumnea-
voastrd este, poate - introduc, se in{elege, gi subiectivitatea, qi

rpoteza - aceea care ne-a fdurit ca mentalitate de patru secole,
care ne-a ivit ca nafiune de aproape doud veacuri, care ne
explicd parte din comportamentele colective qi individuale,
politice qi metafizice, etice gi estetice, in crizele succesive ale
societS{ii noastre de mai bine de o jum[tate de secol.

$i mai este, cred, aceastd istorie - in fond, cea a modemi-
t[{ii noastre - aceea care ne poate deslugi, fbr[ patimS, atdtea
umbre qi atAtea lumini care au configurat portretul unui popor,
modul nostru de a ne particu-lariza intr-o lume unde, etnic qi

lingvistic, nu semdn[m cu nimeni qi pe care am numit-o, nu
demult, ,,a doua Europd"1.

Adicd intr-acea jumdtate de continent separatd acum
qaisprezece veacuri, printr-un clivaj mental, de un Occident
pragmatic Ai aristotelic, atagat[ misterului apofatic descinzdnd
din g6ndirea platonicd, dar qi economiei agrare sau na{ionalis-
melor exacerbate, cezaropapismului uneori sau tradiliilor impe-
riale gi absolutismelor, pe alocuri (de unde, poate, vine gi

predominanfa republicilor prezidenliale, acolo unde parlamen-
tarismul nu are tradi{ii majore). Ag mai adduga, intr-o jumdtate
de continent unde romdnii qi-au afirmat de timpuriu una dintre
trds[turile cu adevdrat definitorii ale civihza\iei 1or, latinitatea
(a doua fiind, in viziunea mea, cum se va vedea mai incolo,
statalitatea), prin singura ortodoxie latind qi prin singura latini-
tate orlodoxd cunoscutd vreodatd, pistrdnd, de la etnogenezd
incd, amintirea sedentaritdfii pe o terrabine definitl, cu,,{dri" gi

crL ,,fdran|", ca qi amintirea unui creqtinism popular in cuvdntul
desemndnd edificiul, sacru, ,,biserica", rapel bine qtiut - dar
singular printre limbile neo-romanice al latinei basilica, cu

r,,La <pr6histoire> des deux Europes",in Europe, Balkans, Pays Roumains.
Trois dtudes de cas (subtipar).
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Despre prima modernitate a romdnilor

ecouri, ?n fine, in arhitecfuri, ?n costum, in cromaticd, in obiceiuri,
de la cele sdteqti la cele monahale, aga cum le qtim incb din
vremea intemeierilor de state.

Obignui{i cu periodiz[rile comode ale unor epoci ce s-ar
succede, pasd-mi-te, lent gi aproape autarhic, frr6 legdturi cu
restul Europei, dar mai ales cu unele imagini de Epinal ale unei
de s[v6rqi te, arm onioase q i rnult idealizate unitAli istorice carpato-
dundrene, au fost colegi de breasl[ pe care qtiu cd i-a gocat, cu
ani buni in urmd, dublul meu demers, gAndit ?ntr-o simetrie voit6
cu cercetdrile din tinerefe dedicate genezelor culturale romd-
neqti in Evul Mediu, rapofiurilor dintre converlirile creqtine qi
alte expresii spirituale ale Europei rdsdritene sau identificdrii
aqa-numitelor,,coridoare culturale" ale Sud-Esfului european2:
era, pe de o parle, incercarea de asezare a inceputurilor primei
noastre ntodernitdli cdtre 1550-1600 qi, pe de alta, sesizarea -
cu argumente, altele decAt cele ale unor notorii istorici gi critici
literari - diferenlelor structurale dintre civilizalia Moldovei Si
aceea a fiirii RomdneSti, intre, sd spunem, momentul efemerei
reuniri statale din timpul lui Mihai Yiteazul qi Unirea rcalizatb,
de Cuza3. $i intr-un caz, qi in celilalt nu ldceam, de fapt, decdt
s5 duc mai departe, sd sistematizez intruc6tva intuifiile unor
foarte mari precursori, de la istoricul na{ional la lbr[ileanu gi

Lovinescu.
Atunci cdnd, scrutdnd atta ca fapt de civilizaJie gi ca parte

relevantd a istoriei, vrdnd a reface - la conjunclia unor mlrturii
disparate ale qtiinfelor despre om, fie ele istorice, aftistice,
literare, etnologice sau lingvistice - modelul uman al unei
anumite epoci, am ajuns la incheierea cd vremea din jurul lui
1550 inseamnS, in peisajul vechii culturi romAnegti, o piatrd de
hotar. Nicolae Iorga devenea un firesc reper prin tot ceea ce
scrisese despre al XVI-lea veac in faimoasa-i sintezd de Istorie

2 Pentru toate acestea, vezi volumele mele Bizan{, Balcani, Occident la
inceputurile culh.trii medievale romdneSti (secolele X-KZ), Bucuregti. 1974
qr Un ntilenitr de artd lct Dundrea de Jos (400-1400),Bucureqti,1976.

3 Cit;ilizalia romdnilor intre medieval Si modern. Orizonhrl imaginii
(1550-1800),I-ll,Bucuregti, l98Tgi,mairecent,pentruansambl_rl preocupd-
rilor mele din ultimeie decenii, Roumain.s et Balkaniclues dans la civilisati.on
sud-est ew'opdenne,Bucureqti. 1999.

r,.::i-'es". in Eu'ope, Balkans, Pays Roumains.
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a Romdnilor: ,,secol de istorie modernd fa![ de Er,rrl Mediu ce
fusese pdn6 atunci"4, moment in care ,,un intreg capitol de ev
mediu se incheie"5, spre a nu cita qi alte considerafii legate, mai
ales, de conqtiin{a dinasticd a Mihneqtilor ce au preg[tit, politic
qi mental, in scaunele princiare de la Iaqi qi Bucureqti, momentul
16006. Era, de fapt, o concluzie privitoare la inceputul primei
noastre modemitdli dupd 1550 - incazulromdnesc, socotesc cd
ea cuprinde secolele al XV[-lea gi al XV[I-lea - qi pe care,
pentru aproape intregul continent european, o omologaserd gi

aveau sd o facd in continuare voci importante, de la Henri
Hauser, prin celebrele sale prelegeri Jinute la londonezul King's
College, pdndla Pierre Chaunu sau Robert Mandrou, pdnilla
Henry Kamen sau Jos6 Antonio MaravallT.

Elementele schimbdrii rom6neqti dinainte qi de dup[ 1550,

in fapt ale celei mai indepdrtate deplqiri a medievalitdfii - ce nu
se poate numi altfel dec6t modernitate, in spiritul unei crono-
logii istorice ce se ndqtea tocmai acum ca disciplind - sunt nu
pu{ine gi ele se afld,in cea mai mare parle a 1or, congruente cu
preschimbdrile europene.

Dacd instaurarea domina{iei otomane in fara RomAneascd,

Moldova qi Transilvaniava fr noutatea cruciall dupd care vom
judeca nu pufine dintre atitudinile colective qi individuale aie

romAnilor in cele patru secole ce au urmat - cu particularitdqi
absolut definitorii, iar intr-un caz, chrar ddtdtoare de unicitate a

situaliei noastre istorice -, voi aminti cd ea a fost un factor con-
temporan qi in istoria Ungariei de dupd Moh6cs sau c6, pe planul
civrliza[iei, inrdurirea acestei realitdtri politice in singulara

,,Republicd regald" a Poloniei a fost covArqitoare, ivind inveligul
sclipitor qi orientalizat al doctrinei nobiliare,,samatice".

incheind dou[ secole de independen{d limitatd qi deschi-
zdnd istoria unei autonomii pline de consecinle, vremea turco-
craliei a qeat mentalitdfl, obiceiuri, mode gi modele proprii
latinitdlii orientale (aq spune doar, pentru a da un singur

a Istoria Romdnilor, V. Vitejii,Bucrxeqti, 1937,p.20.
s lbidem,p.416.
6 R. Theodorescv, op. cit.,l,p.8 pentru alte referin{e bibliografice.
7Ibidem,p.9.



On the First Modernity
of the Romanian People

Mr. President of the Academy,
Academy Colleagues,
Parliament and Government Colleagues,
Excellences,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

My present speech is the privilege that, according to
tradition, is reseryed to the ones entering in earnest the most
highly regarded assembly in our country. Therefore, my
thoughts stray towards shadows of illustrious men to whom I
owe a great deal, some of them having set a resolute, everlasting
foot in this room, while others merely flirted with it. Making a
long due confession, I must admit that, even since I was a
teenager, this place has been to me both daunting and touching.

My gratitude takes me back decades, to my University
professors, some of them members of The Romanian Academy.
A sore memory is that of Emil Condurachi, and this soreness
stems from my not having the opportunity to truly thank him for
the generosity of his intellectual patronage: a man and a
professor who showed ineffable cultivation, finesse and
diplomacy and without whom many of his students would not
have become what they are today. Then, my posthumous
gratitude veers towards another Emil - Emll Ldzdrescu - a
professor who did not lead a deparlment of his own, and yet he
had many a disciple. In spite of a biography plagued with
hardships, he would cultivate serenity, a perfectly logical
thought and a propensity towards Aristotelianism that provided
me with many life lessons.

One of the illustrious spirits of the century that has just
passed, Henri-Ir6nde Marrou wrote down somewhere a
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reflection that bequeaths meaning onto our endeavor: "A great
historian will be the one who will succeed in isolating the real
problem, and in asking the past a question that will stay genuine
and relevant to the posteriority, a question that will both
preserve its existential value and also corespond to a cefiain
reality and environment".

The history I will be trying to shed a light upon for you,
although not claiming to deprive this vision of my subjectivity,
is the one that has been carving out our mentality for four
centuries, the one that laid ground for the birth of our nation
almost two centuries ago. This history accounts for a great deal
of our collective and individual behaviors and underpins our
political, metaphysical, ethical and esthetic drives which have
surfaced during the many crises our society has undergone for
the past half century.

I also believe that this history, which is essentially the
history of our modemity, is the one to dispassionately reveal the
interplay of shadow and light that helps portraying this people,
and helps us find a niche of our own in a world where ethnically
and linguistically we resemble no one, a world I have come to
name the lesser EuropeeT .

We are referring to that half of the continent that drifted
away sixteen centuries ago, due to a mental fault line, from the
pragmatic and Aristotelian West, and attached itself to the
apophatic mystery that had its origins in Plato's philosophy, in
the agrarian economy, in the foamy nationalism, in their slavish
follow of rulers and popes or in the long line of imperial or ab-
solute monarchism. In this area, a7l these elements corroborate
the choice of presidential republics over parliamentary repub-
lics. It is worth mentioning that in this half of Europe, the
Romanian people have been assefting Latinity as the fulcrum of
their civilization, from the most distant of times. As we shall
see, the second most important element of the Romanian civili-
zation is statality, their revolving around the sacred concept of
state. They asserted their Latinity via the only Latin-orthodox

e1 
<< La

Roumains.
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On the Fir,st Modernity oJ'the Romanian People

duality ever known, presewing ever since their birth as a people,
the need to anchor their existence in the very earth they trod,
with clear cut concepts such as countries and peasants. Moreo-
ver, there is the ineffable memory of a traditional sense of
Christianity, which is echoed by the word naming the sacred
edifice - biserica. This very word is a throwback to the Latin
word basilica, andthis linguistic relationship unveils a religious
feeling that has its echoes in architecture, traditional garments,
the range of colors they used, in customs (ranging from the
countryside customs to the monastic ones).

To the bafflement of some of my colleagues, I embarked
upon an endeavor congruous with my early grappling with the
Romanian cultural genesis, the connections between
Christianization and various spiritual expressions of Eastem
Europe or the attempt to identify what I called the cultural
cowidorse\ in Southeastem Europe. My endeavor caused quite
a stir since many of my colleagues tended to take for granted the
periodization of certain epochs that made way to one another
seemingly faultlessly, with no link whatsoever to the rest of
Europe. Many pundits have also taken for granted the
harmonious and buttoned up vision of a cemented unity and
homogeneity of the people cradled between the Carpathians and
the Danube. This project of mine was a double-edged one. On
one hand, there was my tampering with the traditional timeline,
by piacing our modernity around the years1550-1600. On the
other hand, I insisted on pinning down the structural differences
between Moldavia and Wallachia, between the ephemeral statal
union accomplished in Mihai Viteazu's lifetime and the union
made by Alexandru Ioan Cuzaee. In both instances, I hied
bringing forth new arguments, others than those of prominent
historians and famous liter"ary critics, conceding that I was

'r8 For all these, see my volumes B izan1, Balcani, Occident la inceputurile
cultur.rii. medievale romdne;ti (secolele X-XlV), Bucharest, 1974 and Lln
ntileniu de artii lct Duniirea de Jos Q1A-140a),Bucharest, 1976.

ee Civilizalia romdnilor intre medieval ;i modern. Orizontttl itnaginii
(1 550-1800), ll, Bucharest, 1987 and, more recently, for a holistic view on
my pursuits over the last hvo decades, Roumains el Balkanicptes dans la
ciyilisation .sud-est europdenne, Bucharest, I 999.
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La premidre modernit6 des roumains

Monsiettr le Prdsident de 1'Academie,
Mesdames et Messieurs colldgues de I'Academie,
Mesdames et Messieurs colldgues du parlernent
et du Gouvernement,
Vos Excellences,
Mesdames et Messieurs,

Pronongant aujourd'hui, dans ce cadre, le discours qui,
seion la couturne, revient d celui qui devient, de manidre
ldgitime, membre de 1'assembl6e la plus dlitiste de notre pays,
des Ames illustres effleurent ma m6moire; peut-Otre suis-je le
seul d les tenir en estime, car je dois beaucoup il ces hommes
qui, pendant leur vie parfois exemplaire, sont entr6s de manidre
triomphale, ou plut6t discrdte, dans cet amphithd6tre. C'est un
cadre qui, dds mon adolescence voild, je l'avoue maintenant -
reprdsente un des espaces les ph-rs intimidants, mais aussi
exaltants que je connais.

Ma r6flexion reconnaissante me conduit vers mes
professeurs de l'Universitd, il y a des ddcennies de cela, dont
ceftains dtaient membres de l'Acad6mie roumaine. Je me
rappelle aussi celui que, du temps de sa vie, je n'ai jamais
remerci6 suffisamment pour la gdn6rositd de son patronage
intellectuel - le professeur et l'homme Emil Condurachi; sans
son influence, beaucoup de ses dldves ne seraient pas des
hommes accomplis, car pour nous, il 6tait l'exemple d'une
ineffable culture, dldgance et diplomatie. C'est toujours la
gratitude posthume qui me faitpenser d un autre Emil, cette fois-
ci d Emil Lazarescu, le < professeur > le moins connu, ayant une
biographie tourmentde, eui n'a jamais bdndficid d'un domaine
de recherche, mais qui dtait en permanence entourd d'une nude
de disciples, et dont la sdr6nitd, la logique et le p6ripat6tique
furent, de manidre immuable, des leqons de vie.
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Flenri-Irdnde Marrou, une des personnalitds les plus
illustres du demier sidcle, consignait quelque paft Llne r6flexion
qui charge de sens notre eflort soutenu : < Un grand historien
sera celui qui saura distingr"rer un probidme vdritable, deman*
dant au passd de rdpondre d tra qurestion qui prdsente un intdrCt
rdel et une vatreur exlstentielle poue- la postdritd, et de plus, qui
doit comespondre d tra rdaiitd dur milieu dtudid >"

L'histoire que.i'essaie d'dbaucher pour vous est peut-Otre

- j'introduis 1a subjectivitd et 1'hypothdse, on le cornprencl bien
celle qui a forgd notre rnentalitd, ii y a quatre sidcles, qui nous a
ddtermines en tant que nation, il y a deux sidcles, celle qui
explique relativement les usages collectifs et individuels, poii-
tiques et rndtaphysiques, dthiques et esthdtiques, rdvdlds pen-
dant les crises subies par notre socidtd, il y a ddjd un demi-sidcle.

Et je crois qu'il y a aussi cette histoire aprds tout, qui est
celle de notre modernitd - celle qui, sans allcune exagdration,
peut rendre cornpte de tant d'ombres et de iumidres, configurant
le portrait d'un peuple et noffe existence tout ir fait pafticulidre
dans un monde qu'on a rdcemment nommd < la seconde
Europe > et of nous somrtes uniques du point de vue ethnique
et linguistiquele3.

On par'tre de cette rnoitid clu continent sdparde, d cause
d'un clivage mental, d'un Occident pragmatique et aristotd-
lique, ii y a seize sidcles, rattachde au mystdre apophatique dont
ies racines remontent jusqu'd ia pensde platonicienne, mais
aussi d l'dconomie agraire ou aux nationalismes exacerbds,
parfois au cdsaropapisnle ou aux traditions impdriales et aux
rdgimes absalutistes (la prdponddrance des republiques prdsi-
dentietries en provient, vu que le pariementalisme n'a pas de
tradition majeure). .le dirais aussi, une moitid de continent ou ies
Roumains ont trds tOt affinnd un cies traits definitoires de leur
civilisation, d savoir kt latinite (dans mon opinion, la deuxidme
dtant, on le verra ph-rs tard, l'etatisme), d travers la seule orlho-
doxie latine et la seule latinitd orthodoxe connues; elle garde, de
son ethnogendse m6me, le souvenir de la sddentaritd sur une

1e3 < La prehislaire dcs deux Europes >, dans Europe, Bcrlkans, palts
Rotunaitts. Trois ettdes, de cas (en cours de publication).
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:,itre du continent sdparde, d cause
Occident pragmatique et aristotd-

tachde au mystdre apophatique dont
u'a la pensde platonicienne, mais
ou aux nationalismes exacerbds,

,i aux traditions impdriales et aux
p.rnderance des rdpubliques prdsi-
:ue le parlementarisme n,a pas de
,iissi. une moitid de continent oir les
li un des traits ddfinitoires de leur
i,'e (dans mon opinion, la deuxidme
'etatisme), 

d travers la seule ortho-
e ofihodoxe connues; elle garde, de
souvenir de la sddentaritd sur une

;ours de publication).

La premidre modernitd des roumains

<< tewa > trds bien d6finie, avec des < pays ) (tari') et des
( paysans >> (tarai), mais aussi la rdminiscence d'un christia-
nisme populaire, soulignd par le mot ddsignant l'ddifice sacrd,
< 1'dglise > (bisdrial) - un rappel bien connu, unique parmi les
langues n6o-romanes, du latin << basilica > - dont on trouve les
r6sonances dans 1'architecture, les v6tements, la chromatique,
les coutumes ruraux et monastiques, qu'on connait ddjd depuis
ia pdriode des fondations dtatiques.

J'ai des colldgues habituds aux p6riodisations commodes
de quelques 6poques qui apparemment se succdderaient d'une
manidre lente et presqu'autarcique, sans avoir des contacts avec
l'Europe, et notamment avec quelques images d'Epinal, concer-
nant une unitd historique carpato-danubienne parfaite, harmo-
nieuse et trop iddalisde. Je sais peftinemment que ma double
ddmarche a choqud ces colldgues-ld, il y a plusieurs anndes;
cette ddmarche se trouvait dans une symdtrie d6lib6rde avec mes
premidres recherches, d6dides aux gendses culturelles rou-
maines pendant le Moyen Age, aux rapports entre les conver-
sions au christianisme et les autres croyances de l'Europe de
l'Est, ou d f identification des pretendus << couloirs culturels >

du Sud-Est europ6enlea: d'une part, c'6tait la tentative d'dtabtir
le ddbut de notre premidre modernite, vers 1550-1600 et, de
l'autre, la comprdhension avec d'autres arguments que ceux
des quelques historiens et critiques litt6raires renommds - des
dffirences structurales existantes entre la civilisation moldave
et celle valaque, entre l'dph6mdre rdunion dtatique rdalisde par
Michel le Brave et l'union de Cuzale5. En fait, dans les deux cas,
j'6tais seulement un continuateur, syst6matisant en quelque

rea On peut trouver tout cela dans mes volumes, Blzan!, Balcani, Occident
la inceputurile culturii medievale romdne;ti (secolele X-WI) / Le Byzance,
les Balkans, I'Occident aux debuts de la culture mddidvale roumaine (Xe-
WIe sidcles), Bucarest, 1974 et Un mileniu de artii la Dundrea de Jos (400-
1100) / Un milldnaire d'art ii Dunarea de Jos (400-1400), Bucarest, 1976.

tesCivilizalia romiinilor intre medieval ;i modern. Orizontttl imaginii
(l 500-1800) / La civilisation des Roumains entre le medieval et le moderne.
L'horizon de I'image (1500-1800),I-II, Bucarest, 1987 et, plus r6cemmenl,
concemant l'ensemble de mes prdoccupations de ces demidres d6cennies,
Roumains et Balkaniques darts lct civilisation Sud-Est ettropdenne, Bucarest,
1999.
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