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THE INDHCATIVE

1.5.THE PRESENT PERFECT SIMPLE

Form

Alfirmative Interrogative
Livaulwelthey bave played/seen Hawe youlwelthey playediseen?
Heisheiit hias played seen Has hefshefit played/scent

Migative Negative-Interrogative

Livow'weithey have mot played/seen Hawe liyouiwelthey nat played/seen?
LivowSweithey haven't played/seen Hawen't LiyouSweithey played/seent
Heishe!in bas mit playediseen Has helshedit nal played/seen?
Hei'sheiit hasn't played/seen Hasn't hefshelit played/seen?

Use

An action or stabe prior to the mament of speaking may be expressed both by the Fast Tense

and by the Present Perfect. But, while the Past Tense presents the action without referring

tov the present momient, the Present Perfect links that past action with the present. This means.
that when we have the Past Tense, we think of the time when something happened or we
narrabe a sequence of events al a given time, So, the Present Perfect is used-

1. When we are no longer interested in the time when the past action took place, bat in lts
result inte the present:

| have wisibed an interesting museum, (1 still remember thie Ihlngs. s there.)

1. ‘When the past action continaes in the present and, perhaps, it will go on into the future,

(Sl
Many pupils have learnt i this school. {1n the past, some children learnt here, in the
present athers arg I.eaml:ng and, of course, in the future, other puplls will learm here,
o)

3 To EXPTESS mmplel!d activities in the immediate past. I'n this case, the verh is g,enzrnllg.r
accompanied by just, lately, recently. of late, latterly, till now, up to now, so far, up to
the present. during the last week. the last few days, these twenty minules, etc.:

The train has just befi (It left a litte time aga.)

Wi have not seen Jack lntely,
Ome should not confuse this use of just with the use of the adverb just meaning “barely”
or “nearly” When having these meanings, it can occur with different tenses:

Mike jirst wanted 1o help s,

4. With words denoting an incomplete period of time: today, this week, this moath, this
year, all day, all night. this morning, eic.:

Last woek wie wrode three letters, bat s week we have writien only one, (up to now)



THE VERD

But we can also say:
This week 1 wrate the mechanic a cheque for the repairs. (earlier in the week)

Mention muast be made of the fact that this morning, all night, all evening come with
the Fast Tense if they express a complete period of time. Thus, we shall say:

1 have seem a good film rhis mowniag. {We are before 12 oclodk @1 noon.)
| saw a B,u-ml film Hels mormirg. {We are in the afiernoan ar in the mlng_}

With How long, when it is concerned with a period of time extending into the
present:

FMaw long have you been ill? (You are still dl.)
But, when it refers only to a past periad, the Past Tense or the Past Perfect are to be
employed-

How long did you stay in London last year?
Fow J.ung had von known him when he died?

With adverbs of indefinite time or ﬂptﬂsin:s frequency: ever, never, often, seldom,
always, several times:

We have never vislied New York
Have you ever been 1o the Naorth Pale?

Im this case ever and never mean “at any (no) time up to the present”, But, when ever
means “at any time during a period of time completely past™ or “at any time In the future
It can be used with other tenses, too:

D you ever meet his sister? (When you spent your holiday in that town, ¢1c.)
When always covers a cerfain p:rw-d. of time in the past, the Past Tense is to be found
here:

Shie atways bowed him, (As long as be lived, eic.)

Ever may also he an intensive adverb approaching the meaning “whatever™ or “at all®
Under such ciroumstances the Past Tense is employed:

Nabady ever helped David Copperfleld when he worked in London,
Rhetorical questions referring back to the past often contain ever:
Dial you ever see a maore beautiful landscape?

‘With the adverbs already and yet. Both of them may appear in interrogative sentences
with ane difference though: while yet indicates that the question is supposed to find out
whether the action is finished or not, already shows that we are surprised that the action

is over:
Toen usaally gets up at 7 atlock in the morming.
a)l It is 7 otlock, Mather ets into Toems bedroom ard asks:
Have vou got up yer?
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by It is 6.30 in the morning. Mether sees that the light & en in Tomis bedraom.
Sk opens the door and asks him:
Have you got up miremdyp?
Already miay also oocur in alfirmative senlences:
The student has afready translated the lesson.
In negative sentences yet has the ing of () inci:
Alhert has not learnt the poem el
8. 'With simce and for.

Simce denotes the beginning point of a period of time that extends up to the present. It
is transated inte Ramanian I:r!.I din, de la, de cinmad:

They have mot seen Alice simce 1989 Christmas/she went to Londaon.

‘When the action of the time clause introduced by since is parallel to the one expressed
by the Present Perfect, the Present Perfect ooours in the time clanse, toa:

1 have kivown Maggic sisce she has been warking in our factory

For refers to a period of time that continues up to the present. [ts meaning is of de atdia ..,
timap. The Present Perfect in a sentence contalning for may be transkated into Romanlan
gither by Prezent (Present):

These boys have been here for half an hour.
{Acestl bdbefl sunit aici de jumdtate de orn.)

ar by Perfectul compus [ The Compound Perfect):

My neighbour has not repaired the roof of his house for a long time.
(Wecinul meu i i-a repacal acoperigal casei de mult timgp.)

‘When for concerns a terminated period of time, the verh must be in the Past Tense:
My uncle lived in Londen for five years and then he moved 1o Paris,
4. For past actions whose time is not mentioned:
Has Peter had lupch?

10, In newspapers and broadcasts to introduce an action which will be described in the
Simple Past Tense. The time in the second sentence is aften given:
Aterrible accident has happeneds 4 car ran inio & group of childsen and kilbed three
af them.
11. T express a fatwre action, in a time classe, prior to another one represented by a future
tense. Thi Presemt Prefect ks uaually accompanied inthis context by: after, whem (=after),
as soon a5, Hlllaetil, by the time (that ), the moment (that)-

1 shall ring youw up s seow asfafter mather has come back.
12, In conditional clauses:

Little Paul will come hiere at once if Granny has made a cake.
Mary will not be permiited 10 go for 2 walk in the park unless she has dane her
hipmework,
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13, T describe a past action that bas present consequences:
Jane has mot eaten anything and so she is hungry mow.
i4, With This/Tt is the first!second... /hest/worst/most...

Thiz is r.hrﬁr!r iome [ lave seen Lhis car. {nal: al 1 see)
Tt ix e tiird time you have made the same type of mistakes. (not: thar you make)

o
Exercises ?:;;%:]
1. Fill in the blanks with have or has: :
1. We ... seen an interesting fllm, 2, My sister ... finished school this month, 3, You .., finally
understood him. 4. George ... mot driven his car for three months. 5.1 . written all the exercises,

6. We ... drunk a lot af calfee this marning. 7. You ... just told me a good joke. B. Our friend ...
never visited New York 9. 1 _ travelled by car. 10. We ... picked all the ripe apples.

2, Build up sentences with the following words using the Present Perfect acconding to
the model:

| Christineta speaki/English. |

Christine has spoken Enplish.

1. Mr. Parkerfto buyla mew hat; 2. Wefto open fthe window; 3, The children/to washs'their
hands; 4. Youlte say/good morning: 5. e meet'my former deskmate: 6. The teacheriio
explainfanother problem; 7. Yow'to understand/this rule at kast; 8. The Browns/to plant/a
loit of frees; &, Yow'to |1In.:|.'.l'|:ridne1 very wellz 10 The childrend to drinka kot nfma.'ngejuice:
11, Weilto swim/to the share; 12, Iite ring updmy frlend; 15, Little Tom'to catfall the cakes;
14, Our grandparentsfio arrive; 15. You/to have'yvour lunch; 16, Lo hear/that noise again;
17. Welto showivou our repartss 18, The girl‘to lend/me an interesting book; 19. The farm-
ersfta pickithe Fruit in the archard; 200 The pupilita cleangthe blackboard.

1. Tarm the following sentences into the Present Perfect Simple:

1.1 goio schipod, 2. We draw some red Aowers. 5, Jane :p:mk three weeks in the mowntains,
4. You find many mistakes, 5 She changes her clothes, 6, The sun rises. 7, You sweep the
floor. B. Wi work hard at schoal. 9. [ cat some grapes. 10, We help our mother. 11, All the
children are present. 12 1 try 1o understand him. 13. You have breakfast. 14, Peter does a lo
of exercises. 15. We cross the street. 16. The children come home. 17, The teacher repeats
the sentence. 18, 1 give her some flowers. 19, You wash your face. 200 We make our heds.

4, Wark on the model:

|!u:= you having dinner? |

P, | hewve just had it

1. Is Jahn writing the exercise? 2. Are vou reading this book? 3. Am [ drinking 4 cup of tea
now? 4. Are the pupils singing the new song? 5. 1s Mary making a new dress? 6. Are you
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explaining a problem to your brother? 7. Am | opening the English book now? B, Are we
playing volleyball now? 9. Are you ironing the shirts now? 10. Is your friend crossing the
street now?

5. Work on the model:

|;I.uhr|| liwes in a village now. He _ here for one year. |

Joku liwes in & village now, He has lived here for ane year. |

1. W skate in winter. We ... several times this winter. 2. 1 repair cars. 1 ... their car three times
this year. 3. You write good poems. You ... just ... a new one. 4. They publish many books
every year, They .. the tenth ane this year, 5, Alice sings beautifully. She ... In mary perfor-
mances 6. You often cut lowers. You . beautiful ones today. 7. 1 catch figh in summer. [ ...
several hig ones. & Mike often meets us in the morning, He _.. us several times lately. 9. My
sister aften hreaks I;hl:n.p. She . twa glnﬁ:; this week. 10 You eat many cakes. You ., mine,
b,

. Work on the maodel:

Another ship sank on the reefl last weelk A lot of ships ... on that reef,
A bot of ships have sunk an thal reef.

1. The dog bit the milkman yesterday. It ... my friend, toa. 2 I toak a picture of my little son
In the park last week, ... a plcture of him today, too. 3, We felt the cold yesterday, We .. the
cold & lot this winter. 4. The teacher drew the pupils’ attention to those mistakes, He ... just ...
their attention te anather ane. 5. The thieves stale Mr. Brown's car on Friday night. They ...
a lat of cars this sammer. &. Yow gave the children sweets in the morning. MNow, you ... them
same chocolate, teo, 7. Martin woke up late yesterday morning. He .. late this moming, too,
B. W heard strange nodses last night. We _ just ... them again. 9. The farmer grew a lot of
vegetables last year. He _. many vegetables this year, too. 10. The girls wove a beautiful car-
pet In the school workshop last year, They ... another one this year, too,

7. Work on the madel:

1 am golng bo speak to her:
Hawe you ever spoloen to her belone?
Yes, [ have/Mo, | haven's.

l. Jane is going to play tenmis.
— she . tennis before?
Yis, eyt ..

2. They visit many museums,

— thiey ... the Art Museum, tood
Na, they ...
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[ am gaing to write 1o the school master,

e WO ., b bilen beforet
Yes. 1 ...

Wou often forget your book there.
T ... it today, toa?

. My parents drink colfee every day.

— they ... coffee today, too?
s, they ...

I tell my daughter stories every evening.

o OU . e & sbory this evening?
Yes, o

Wi spend a lot of money on books.

. ¥au ... & lot recently?
Wes, we ...

. You show us many s,pod Tu'in'rlngs.

T ever ... you bad paintings?
Nay, you ...

. T know a lot of details aboat this accident.

— vou ... them before?
o

10, The girls make good cakes.

B. Turn the following sentences into the interrogative:

1. 1 have remembered her address. 2. We have came in time. 3. You have told me a secret.
4, qur has worked hard bodn.:r. 5. We have thoughl about that. &, | have Forgolb:n her name,
7. Tomn has known her for a long time. & You have lad a swim. 9. The children have bought
many sweets. 10. 1 have written a long composition. 11, You have discovered the mistake.
12, They have met their friends. 13, We have asked the policeman about this address,
14. Hobert has sopped in front of the gate. 15. Mary and Tom have laid the uable, 16. You
have opened all the windows. 17. Martin has repaired the toy. 18, The children have laughed
a ot 19, [ have noticed the change, 20, You kave thanked them.

9. Make up questions with the following words using the Present Perfect according to

- they .. a good cake today, toot
¥es, they ...

the model:

Has Granny arrived?



