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Muntil Retezat

Patrimoniu Natural Mondial

Incadrati intre Depresiunea Hategului in nord si Depresiunea
Petrosani in sud-est, Muntii Retezat fac parte din grupa Muntilor
Retezat-Godeanu, situatd in extremitatea vesticd a Carpatilor
Meridionali. Cu o suprafatd de peste 450 km®, Muntii Retezat au
o structura orograficd distinctd, fiind alcatuiti din doud culmi
paralele, orientate est-vest, separate de vai adanci, drenate de
Lapusnicul Mare si de Raul Barbat. Culmea nordica, alcatuita din
sisturi cristaline si granodiorite, nu coboara decit rareori sub alti-
tudinea de 2.000 m si este presarata cu varfuri piramidale (Bucura
- 2433 m, Peleaga - 2.509 m, Papusa - 2.508 m). Culmea sudic3,
cunoscuta si sub numele de Retezatul Mic, este alcatuita atat din
sisturi cristaline, cat i din calcare (Schreiber, Sorocovschi, 1993).

Peisajul este spectaculos si divers, cu numeroase creste §i cus-
turi glaciare, avand poalele inecate in mari de pietre, cu peste 100
de lacuri glaciare unite de un paienjenis de paraie cristaline si cu
o vegetatie care include paduri virgine, pajisti cu specii de plante
unice sau foarte rare si nu in ultimul rdnd cu o fauna bogata si
diversa. In prima parte a perioadei cuaternare (Pleistocen), relieful
unic al acestor munti a fost sculptat de ghetari, care au creat cir-
curi si vai glaciare si o multime de alte forme, cum sunt morenele
{acumulari de grohotisuri transportate de ghetari), pragurile si
umerii glaciari. Asupra reliefului si-a exercitat actiunea i comple-
xul de procese crio-nivale (legate de actiunea zapezii, a inghetului
si dezghetului), care au creat cu generozitate o intreaga dantelarie
de forme de detaliu, ce ofera azi peisaje unice. Toate aceste aspec-
te sunt surprinse cu sensibilitate de ochiul magic al aparatului de
fotografiat in ipostaze distincte, care de multe ori scapa la o prima
vedere ochiului experimentat al cercetatorului sau celor care iu-
besc frumosul.

in album lumina reverbereazi de pe oglinda valuri-
t3 a apei Lacului Bucura - cel mai mare lac glaciar din Ro-
mania (10,9 ha), adevaratd nestematd a Muntilor Retezat
impreuna cu lacurile Lia, Ana, Viorica si Florica - generand o fe-
erie peisagistica unica. In aceste imagini, atat specialistii, cat si
simplii iubitori ai naturii vor descoperi o multitudine de micro-
farme care cuprind trene de grohotis, mari de pietre, potcoave
nivale si creste crenelate intr-o feerie de lumina si culoare. Rete-
zatul este surprins printr-o multitudine de detalii care, impreu-
na, pun in evidentd un ansamblu peisagistic unic care isi merita
cu prisosinta locul printre primele sanctuare naturale ale lumii.

In competitia mondiald pentru .Cele sapte minuni naturale ale
lumii (2007-2011)7 Parcul National Retezat s-a clasat pe locul
al zecelea intre cele mai frumoase parcuri nationale, paduri si
monumente naturale ale lumii, ajungénd in semifinala acestei
competitii.

Pe baza demersurilor initiate de Gradina Botanica din Cluj inca
din 1923, Muntii Retezat au devenit in anul 1935 primul Parc
National al Romaniei, legiferat printr-un decret al Consiliului de
Ministri. Initiatorii acestui decret, savantii Emil Racovita si Al. Borza,
considerau incd din 1933 acest pdmant ca pe .un monument sa-
cru al naturii” si un adevérat,simbol al bogatiilor noastre naturale”
De la suprafata de 10.000 ha, cat avea in 1935, parcul a fost extins
la 20,000 ha, in 1955, 5i la 38.047 ha, in anul 2000 (Romadnia. Spatiu,
Societate, Mediu, 2005). in cadrul Parcului sunt doua rezervatii 5ti-
intifice - Gemenele (din 1935) si Pestera cu Corali (din 1979), cu
regim strict de protectie pentru cercetare si educatie. In Parcul
National Retezat, declarat in anul 1980 si Rezervatie a Biosferei,
au fost identificate aproape 1.200 de specii de plante supericare
(cormofite), dintre care unele sunt specii rare sau endemice, cu
cele mai diverse origini. Aparatul de fotografiat surprinde gingdsia
unor plante precum sangele-voinicului (Nigritella rubra), garofita
pitica (Dianthus glacialis), crinul de padure (Lilium martagon) §i
maretia zambrului (Pinus cembra), din etajul subalpin. Atat in
padurile seculare de fag si molid, cat si in etajele superioare ale
muntelui (alpin si subalpin) este prezentd o mare diversitate de
animale, cu peste 150 de specii de vertebrate si 1.750 de specii
de nevertebrate (Parcuri Nationale, Naturale si Rezervatii ale Bio-
sferei, MAPAM, 2003). Sunt impresionante unele specii de pasari
rare, precum acvila de munte (Aquila chrysaetos), soimul calator
(Falco peregrinus) sau ciocarlia urecheata (Eremophila alpestris). Pe
malurile apelor tumultoase de munte, populate cu pastravi, tra-
iesc familii de vidre, iar pe culmile muntilor aleargd nestingherite
caprele negre. Frecvent in etajul alpin pot fi vazute marmote te-
matoare, colonizate din Alpi.

Lumina cu irizatiile ei infinite care invaluie marea diversitate a
celor peste 50 de habitate existente in Muntii Retezat constituie
adevarata emblema a acestui album, ale carui imagini se consti-
tuie intr-o marturie a spiritului temerar al unui artist fotograf care
si-a propus sa patrunda toate tainele naturii.

Acad. Dan Balteanu
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The Retezat Mountains

World Natural Heritage

Framed by the Hafeg Depression to the north and the Petrosani
Depression to the Southeast, the Retezat Mountains are part of the
Retezat-Godeanu mountain range, situated at the westernmost
extremity of the Southern Carpathians. With a surface area of more
than 450km? the Retezat Mountains have a distinct orographic
structure, being made up of two parallel ridges, running from East to
West and separated by deep valleys, drained by the Lapusnicul Mare
and Rdul Barbat. The northern ridge, consisting of crystalline schists
and granodiorites, only rarely descends to lower than 2,000 metres
in altitude and above it tower pyramidal peaks (Bucura, at 2,433m,
Peleaga, at 2,509m, and Pdpusa, at 2,508m). The southern ridge,
also known as Retezatul Mic, consists of both crystalline schists and
limestone (Schreiber, Sorocovschi, 1993).

The relief is spectacular and diverse, with more than one hundred
glacial lakes, linked by a web of crystalline streams, vegetation that
includes virgin forest, meadows with unigue plant species, and, not
least, numerous crests and karlings, whose bases are submerged
in seas of rocks. In the first part of the Pleistocene, this unique relief
was sculpted by glaciers, which created glacial cirques and valleys,
as well as a host of other forms, such as moraines (accumulations
of scree transported by glaciers), thresholds and shoulders. The light
glitters on the rippling mirror of Bucura Lake - the largest glacial
lake in Romania (10.9 hectares) and the true heart of the Retezat
Mountains, along with Lia, Ana, Viorica and Florica lakes - creating a
unique, enchanted scene. A complex of cryo-nival processes (relating
to snow, freezing and thaw) has shaped this relief, creating forms
of astonishingly intricate detail, which together make up a unique
landscape.

In this illustrated book, all these aspects are captured by the magic
eye of the photographic lens in their distinct incarnations, which at
first sight often elude the experienced eye of the scientist or nature
lover. In these images, both scientists and nature lovers will discover

a multitude of micro-forms, including rockfall taluses, seas of rocks,
protalus moraines and, not least, intricately crenellated crests bathed
inenchanted light. Retezat is capturedin a host of details that together
reveal a unigue whole, abundantly deserving of its place among the
world’s foremost nature sanctuaries. In the “Seven Natural Wonders
of the World {2007-2011)" competition, the Retezat National Park
was ranked tenth among the most beautiful national parks, forests
and natural monuments of the world, reaching the semi-final.

On the basis of the measures initiated by the Botanical Garden in
Cluj as early as 1923 the Retezat Mountains became Romania’s first
National Park in 1935, through a decree passed by the Council of
Ministers. Alexandru Borza and Emil Racovifd, the initiarors of this
decree, had declared in 1933 that the area was “a sacred monument
of nature” and a true “symbol of our natural riches.” Originally with
a surface area of 10,000 hectares in 1935, the park was extended
to 20,000 hectares in 1955, and then to 38,047 hectares in 2000
(Roménia. Spatiu, Societate, Mediu, 2005). In the Retezat National
Park, there have been identified around 1,200 higher species of
plant life (cormophytes), including some rare or endemic species,
of the most various origins. The photographic lens captures the
delicacy of plants such as Nigritella rubra, glocier pink (Dianthus
glacialis), golden apple (Lilium carniolicum) and stone pine (Pinus
cembra), which are found at the sub-alpine level. In the ancient
beech and spruce forests and at the upper mountain level can be
found a wide range of fauna, with more than one hundred and fifty
species of vertebrates and one thousand seven hundred and fifty
species of invertebrates (Parcuri Nationale, Naturale si Rezervatii
ale Biosferei, MAPAM, 2003). There is also an impressive number of
rare bird species, such as golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), peregrine
falcon (Falco peregrinus) and horned lark (Eremophila alpestris). On
the banks of the fast-flowing mountain rivers, thronged with trout,
there are colonies of otters, and on the mountain peaks black goats
roam at will. Reclusive marmots, colonisers from the Alps, can also be
sighted at the alpine level.

The infinitely iridescent light that bathes the more than fifty diverse
habitats existing in the Retezat Mountains constitutes the true
subject of this book, whose images stand as witness to the bold spirit
of an artist-photographer who has set out to explore all the secrets of
nature.

Acad. Dan Balteanu
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