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L,,T.A. HOFF\,I,A.NN

Oh, rny dear, dear Lothar! Hor'v can I even begin to

give you ar-r inkling of rvhat I have expericnced these

last feu,days, r.vhen ml.life has been dcstroved in such

a malicious r,vay! If onlr' 1'ou rvere here, you lvou)d be

able to jr-rdge for yourseif, but now you probably take

me for one of those deranged people rvho see ghosts."

In short, the terrible thing that happened to me, atrd

rvhose malignant impression I am endearrruring in vain

to escape, is sirlply that a ferv days ago, at midda,v

on 3oth October to be precise, a barometer salesman

came to m)' room and offered me his wares. I clidn't

buy anything; in fact I tl-rreatened to throw him down

the stairs, upon rvhich he left of his orvn accord.

You will have guessed tl-rat only something that has a

profour-rd and ir-rtimate connection u'ith rny life could

lend such significance to this incident, for a hapless

pedlar to have such a balefr,rl effect on rne. And so it was.

I must try my utlnost to compose m,vself in order to be

able to tell yor-r, in a calm ancl collectcd rvay, enough

details irbout my yourlger days, so that everl'tl-ring r.vill

appear clearll. arrd distinctlr, in glowiug itragcs to )-oL1r

lively mind. Yet even as I begin I hear you laugh, and

THE, SANDMAN

Clara sa1,: "This is just childish nonsense l" -

please do,laugl-r heartil,v at me! Go ahead. I L.cS

But, God in heaven, m). hair is standing on e n.l. :

I am imploring you to iaugh at me in m1- mad .1..

FranzMoor asked Daniel to do." But nou'tt,r : -.

Apart from at lunchtime, my sister and I r-r:,

our father durir-rg the da1: He was probirblr :,'.

rvith his work. After dinner, which, fo1lou r::-:

cllstom, r,vas served at seven o'clock, accontf ::

Mother u,e r,vould go into Father's studr an.t

rouncl table. Father would smoke tobacco ::r-

a large glass of beer. Often he rvould teli ..'

rvonderful stories, becorning so carried a\\.1\ :

pipe rvould keep going out; and I r'vould hr"'- .

out a piece of burning paper and relight rr

u,hich was one of my greatest pleasures. B..:

often gave us illustratecl books to look rt. ,:: :
sit perfectly still in his armchair lvitl-rout \x\ 1:- -

and blorn' such thick clouds of sn-roke tha: .

r,vere all swimming arouncl as if u'e u-cre lc.

mist. On evenings like these, l,lother uscJ :,

sad, and nine o'clock had onl1' just struck .'
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E.T.A. HOFFMANN

would say to Lrs: "Norv children, off to bed u,,ith ,vou,

off to bed! The Sandman is coming, I can tell." And

every time I reail.v did hear something heavy clumping

slorvly up the stairs: it must have been the Sandman.

On one occasion this mufltled clumping sound made

me particularly frightened; as Mother was taking

us upstairs, I asked her: "Mama, lvho is this wicked

Sandman r,vho alrvavs takes us a\vav from Papa? \t(hat

does he look like?"

"There's no such thing as the Sandman, my darling

bo1;" Mother replied. "\(hen I say that the Sandman

is coming, it just rneans that you are sleepy and can't

keep vour eves open, as if someone has sprinkled sand

in them."

Yet I wasn't satisfiecl with my mother's replli for

in my child's n-rind a clear idea u,as already devel-

oping, u,hich was that she rvas onl.v pretending that

the Sandman didn't erist so r,ve wouldn't be afraid

of him, aithor-rgh I aln'al's heard him climbing the

stairs. Filled with curiosityi longing to find out more

about this Sandman and rvhat his collnection \vas

lvith us children. I er.entuallv asked the old \\'orrran

THE SANDN'{AN

r,vho looked after mv youngest sister: so ii it

of person r'vas he, this Sandman?

"Really, little Natha11," she replied. "clt,,

know? He's a wicked man w'ho comes Io -i

w,hen they wor-t't go to bed and throu-s hrrt:

sand in their eyes, so that they pop right or'l -

heads all covered in blood. and then he thrr-',-

in a sack and carries them off to the half-rr

feed to his little chiiclren; thel' sit there in .

and have hooked beaks like olvls, rvhich rh.'

peck the e),es out of the heads of nattght.' ;--,

Dcep dor,vn inside me I be gan painting a --'r-

this cn-rel Sandman, and when he clumped ur . -

of an evening I r,vould be filled with fear srul i:.

A11 mv mother could get from me was the .:'
I stammered out betr,r'eetr mv tears: "Tl-rc S .

The Sandmanl" Thetr I u'ould rush olt tr-, 1,,

rvhere the terrible apparition of the San.l:-n,'. -

no doubt torment me all night long. Br :r '

rvas old enough to realize that rvhat otlr rt..

had told me about the Sandmau and i-ris c1:: :
nest in the half-n-roo;-t couldn't be compJer.l', ..
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E.T.A. HOFFMANN

nonetheless, the Sar-rdman \\'as still a dreadful spectre,

arrd u,hen I heard him not only coming up the stairs,

but flinging open the door of rnv father's room and

going in, I would be seized n,ith horror and dismal:

Sometimes he woulcln't come for a long time, and

then he would make a serics of r isits in quick suc-

cessior-r. This continued for ,vears, but I never could

get used to this cerie apparition; the terrible image of

the Sandman never faded from mv mind. More and

more, his dealings with m1, father came to preoccupy

my imaginings: I u,as held back from qu.stioning

irim about the Sandman bt- an insurrlor-rntable fear,

but, as the 1,s31t went b\', the desire to lind out morc

about this m),ster)'- to see this legendarv Sanciman

for myself - took root in me and kept gro'uving. fhe

Sandman had set me off on the path to adventure

and other n'onclrous things, rvhich find a home for

themselves so readill,-in the rninds of children. I likecl

nothir-rg better than to listen to or read spine-chilling

talcs of goblins, r,r,itches, Tom Thurnb ancl the liker

but before all these thcrc rvas alu,ays the Sandman,

lvhom I drew, everyr,vhere in all kinds of peculiar and

THE SANDMAN

repulsir.e forms on the tables, cupboards ar.-

with a piece of chalk or charcoal. When I u-as :,

mother moved me out of the nurser,v and itttr:, -,

room just along the corr:idor from my fatl're r'.,

the clock struck nine, we still had to make oi.:

scarce whenever the unknor'vn stranger \\'11: -.r

the house. From ml' little room I lr''oulcl ite r-l.r -

into my father's, and soon afterwards it secrt.

a fine, strange-smelling \-apour was spreading l t

the house. With my coustantly grorving cutir,.-:

the resolve to meet the Sandman somehou. Lr -

mother had gone past, I lr,ould quicklr s1r:

mY room into the corridor, but I never nrf rr,.

see or overhear anvthing, because, by the tL:: ,

to where I was sure I would catch sight ur

Sandman had alread)r gone in and closc.i :-,,

behind him. Eventualh,, drir.en by an o\cr\\ -.

urge, I decided to hicie in m,v father's r:oom -,.

for the Sandrnan therc.

One evening, I could tell from mv fathsr':

and my mother's air of sadness that the San;r

coming. Pretending to be vert' tirecl, I lefr :- .
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E.T,A. HOF},MANN

before it r,vas even nine o'clock and four-rd ml,self a

hiding place in a corner near the door. The front door

creaked, slor,r,, heavli echoing footsteps made their lvay'

across the hall towards the stairs. Mv mother hurried

past, taking mv sisters r,vrth her. Gently, ver,v gently, I

opened the door of my father's room. As usual he was

sitting there, silent ancl motionless, with l-ris back to the

door; he didn't notice nre, so I quicklv went in and hid

behind the curtain that r,vas pullecl in front of the open

wardrobe where m). father hung 1-ris clothes. Nearer and

nearer came the echoing footsteps; from the corridor I

heard strange mumbling, coughing, shuflling sounds.

My heart r.vas trembling with fear and expectation.

Closer, very close to the door nor,v there rvere short,

sharp footsteps: somethilrg grasped the har-rdle and

the door burst open rvith a rattle! Summoning up all

ln)r collrage I peered out calltioLlslv from behind the

curtain. The Sandman was standing in the middle of

the room in front of nry father, the light of the candles

shining brightly in his face! The Sandman, the terrible

Sandman, was thc old lau,yer Coppelius," who often

came to lunch rvith us.

THE SANDMAN

But even the most hideous charactcr cu--

have aroused such feelings of horror in me th:-

Coppelir-rs. Imagine, if you rl'ill, a tall mur u iti-

shoulders and a large, misshapen head. ,:.n -

vellow face, bushy grey eyebror,vs below u,l-rich .:
a pair of piercir-rg, greenish cat's eyes, ari -..

nose that protruded right down over his u:':,

His lopsided mouth oftetr contorted into a n:,

laugh, and then dark-red blotches wor.rld a;-':-

his cheeks, and a peculiar hissing sound uo,-.-:

lrom betw,een his clenched teeth. Coppelius .

\\'ore an old-fashioned, dark-grey frock co::

rvaistcoat and breeches of the same mareri: .

u,ith black stockings and shoes with tir-n. i.:
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