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VOLSUNGAKVIDA EN NYJA

UPPHAF
(Beginning)

Of old was an age
when was emptiness,
there was sand nor sea
nor surging waves;
unwrought was Earth,
unroofed was Heaven —
an abyss yawning,

and no blade of grass.

The Great Gods then
began their toil,

the wondrous world
they well builded.
From the South the Sun
from seas rising
gleamed down on grass
green at morning.

They hall and hallow
high uptowering,
gleaming-gabled,
golden-posted,

VOLSUNGAKVIDA EN NYJA
UPPHAF
(Inceputul)

in vechime fost-a o vreme
cand era numai genunea,
nu era nisip, nici mare,
nici valuri migcatoare;
nesavarsit era Pamantul,
nezagazuit era Cerul —
un hau cascandu-se

si nici un fir de iarba.

Si-atunci Maretii Zei
isi incepura truda,

si lumea minunata
temeinic o cladira.
Dinspre Sud, Soarele
"néltandu-se din ape
stralucea peste iarba
cruda a diminetii.

Zidira sali si-altare
urcand pana-n inalturi
frontoane sclipitoare,
coloane daurite,
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rock-hewn ramparts
reared in splendour,
forge and fortress
framed immortal.

Unmarred their mirth
in many a court,

where men they made
of their minds’ cunning;
under hills of Heaven
on high builded

they lived in laughter
long years ago.

Dread shapes arose
rom the dim spaces
over sheer mountains
by the Shoreless Sea,
friends of darkness,
foes immortal,

old, unbegotten,

out of ancient void.

To the world came war:

the walls of Gods

giants beleaguered;

joy was ended.

The mountains were moved,
mighty Ocean

surged and thundered,

the Sun trembled.

Upphaf
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cu metereze cioplite-n piatra,
ridicandu-se in splendoare,
fierdrie si fortareati

intru vesnicie fondate.

Neintinata fericirea lor

in curtile in care

pe om 1l plasmuira
dintr-a mintii lor sclipire;
sub dealurile Cerurilor
cladite in fnalturi
sdlasluit-au in voiosie

in anii de demult.

Forme-nfricosate se ivira
din locurile-umbrite

de peste muntii-abrupti

de langd Marea Netirmurita,
prieteni ai intunecimii,
vrdjmasi fard de moarte,
batrani, nezamisliti,

din vechiul vid venind.

Rézboiul cuprinse lumea:
ale Zeilor ziduri

uriasii le impresurara;
iar bucuria se sfarsi.
Muntii se urniri,
madretul Ocean

se zbuciuma si vui,

iar Soarele se cutremura.
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The Gods gathered

on golden thrones,

of doom and death

deeply pondered,

how fate should be fended,
their foes vanquished,
their labour healed,

light rekindled.

In forge’s fire

of flaming wrath

was heaviest hammer
hewn and wielded.
Thunder and lightning
Thoér the mighty

flung among them,
felled and sundered.

In fear then fled they,

foes immortal,

from the walls beaten
watched unceasing;

ringed Earth around

with roaring sea

and mountains of ice

on the margin of the world.

%k

A seer long silent
her song upraised —
the halls hearkened —

Legenda lui Sigurd si a lui Gudriin

Zeii adunati

pe tronuri daurite,

la soarti i la moarte
adanc cugetari,

cum sa infrunte-urgia,
vrdjmasii sa-i inving3,
lucrarea si-gi refaca,
lumina iar s-aprinda.

in focul vetrei

in furia flacirilor

se fauri si pregiti

cel mai masiv ciocan.

Tunet si fulger

Thor cel puternic

azvarli intre ei,

doborandu-i §i imprastiindu-i.

De fric-atunci fugird
vrajmasii fir’ de moarte,
de la ziduri izgoniti

si priviti fara-ncetare;
Pamantu-1 incercuira

cu marea vuitoare

si cu munti de gheata

la marginea lumii.

*

O vazitoare, ce indelung ticuse,
cantul 1si inalta —
salile o ascultara —
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COMMENTARY
on
VOLSUNGAKVIDA EN NYJA

The subtitle Sigurdarkvioa en mesta means “The

Longest Lay of Sigurd’: see p. 436.

Throughout the commentary the poem Volsungakvioa :w.
Nyja is referred to as ‘the Lay’ or occasionally ‘the Lay o

the Volsungs’, and the Volsunga Saga as ‘the Saga’. The nam
‘Edda’ always refers to the ‘Elder Edda’ or ‘Poetic Edda’; thi
work of Snorri Sturluson is named the ‘Prose Edda’.

The nine sections of the poem following the Upphaf a

referred to by Roman numerals and the stanzas by Arabi
numerals: thus ‘VIL.6’ refers to stanza 6 in the sectiol
‘Gudrin’. Notes are related to stanzas, not lines; and a gen
ral note on the section precedes notes to individual stanzas

UPPHAF

This prelude to the Lay of the Volsungs echoes at
reflects the most famous poem of the Edda, the Vélusp
in which the Vélva, the wise woman or sibyl, recoun
the origin of the world, the age of the youthful Gods, ai

COMENTARIU
la
VOLSUNGAKVIPA EN NYJA

Subtitlul Sigurdarkvida en mesta inseamns ,»Cel mai lung
cant al lui Sigurd*: vezi p. 437.

De-a lungul intregului comentariu, termenul ,,Cantul®
(sau ocazional ,,Cantul Vélsungilor*) face referire la poemul
Volsungakvida en Nyja, iar termenul »aga‘“ la Volsunga
Saga. Numele ,,Edda“ se refera intotdeauna 1la »otravechea
Edda“ sau ,,Edda Poetici“; opera lui Snorri Sturluson este
denumita ,,Edda in Prozi“.

Cele noud sectiuni ale poemului care urmeazi dupa
Upphaf sunt numerotate cu cifre romane, iar strofele cu cifre
arabe: ca atare, ,,VIL.6% se referd la strofa 6 din sectiunea
»Gudrin®. Notele au legiturd cu strofele, nu cu versuri’le; iar
0 nota generald asupra sectiunii precede notele legate de stro-
fele individuale.

UPPHAF

Ace_st preludiu la Cantul Vélsungilor reflecti cel mai faimos
poem din E(%da, Voluspa, in care Volva, femeia inteleaptd sau
sibila, descrie originea lumii, varsta pururi tinerilor Zei, si
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the primeval war; prophesies the Ragnardk, the Doom of"
the Gods; and after it the renewal of the Earth, rising again
out of deep waters (see the third part of my father’s poem
The Prophecy of the Sibyl, given in Appendix B at the end
of this book). E

But the images of the Véluspd are here ordered to
entirely original theme: for the sibyl declares (stanzas
13—15) that the fate of the world and the outcome of the
Last Battle will depend on the presence of ‘one deathless
who death hath tasted and dies no more’; and this is Sigurd,‘.‘
‘the serpentslayer, seed of Odin’, who is ‘the World’s cho-
sen’ for whom the mailclad warriors wait in Valholl (stanza
20). As is made explicit in my father’s interpretative note
(iv) given on pp. 104-106, it is Odin’s hope that Sigurd will
on the Last Day become the slayer of the greatest serpent of
all, Midgardsormr (see note to stanza 12 below), and that
through Sigurd ‘a new world will be made possible’. ,

‘This motive of the special function of Sigurd is an
invention of the present poet’, my father observed in the
same brief text. An association with his own mythology
seems to me at least extremely probable: in that Tarin
Turambar, slayer of the great dragon Glaurung, was also
reserved for a special destiny, for at the Last Battle he
would himself strike down Morgoth, the Dark Lord, with A
his black sword. This mysterious conception appeared in
the old Tale of Turambar (1919 or earlier), and reappeared
as a prophecy in the Silmarillion texts of the 1930s: so in
the Quenta Noldorinwa, ‘it shall be the black sword of
Turin that deals unto Melko [Morgoth] his death and
final end; and so shall the children of Hurin and all Men be
avenged.’ Very remarkably a form of this conception is
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razboiul de la inceputuri; profeteste Ragnardk-ul, Osanda
Zeilor; iar apoi vorbeste despre reinnoirea Pdmantului,
inaltAndu-se din nou din ape adénci (vezi a treia parte a
poemului tatdlui meu Profetia Sibilei, prezentat in Anexa
B de la sfargitul acestei cdrti).

Insa imaginile din Véluspa sunt ordonate aici dupd o tema
cu totul si cu totul originald: céci sibila declard (strofele
13-15) cd soarta lumii si rezultatul Ultimei Batalii vor depinde
de prezenta unui ,,nemuritor care a trecut prin moarte §i acum
nu mai moare*; iar acesta este Sigurd, ,biruitorul sarpelui,
din stirpea lui Odin*, care e ,,al Lumii ales* si pe care rizboi-
nicii in cdmasi de zale 1l agteapta in Valhala (strofa 20). Asa
cum se explica in nota de interpretare oferita de tatdl meu (iv)
la p'p‘ 105-107, Odin speri ca, in Ultima Zi, Sigurd s il rapu-
ni pe cel mai mare sarpe dintre toti, Midgardsormr (vezi nota
de la strofa 12, de mai jos), si astfel, prin mijlocirea lui
Sigurd, ,,0 noud lume va deveni posibila“.

,,Acest motiv al menirii speciale a lui Sigurd reprezintd o
inventie a poetului de fata“, observa tatdl meu in cadrul ace-
luiasi text scurt. Vad ca extrem de probabild o asociere cu
propria lui mitologie: Thrin Turambar, ucigasul marelui dra-
gon Glaurung, avea rezervata, de asemenea, o soartd specia-
13, cdci in Ultima Batalie el insusi urma sa il doboare cu sabia
lui neagrd pe Morgoth, Seniorul Intunecimii. Acest concept
misterios a apdrut in vechea Legendd a lui Turambar (1919
sau anterior), si a reapdrut ca profetie in textele aferente Sil-
marillion-ului, din anii 1930: asa cum apare In Quenta
Noldorinwa, ,,sabia neagrd a lui Tarin va fi cea care ii va
aduce moartea si sfarsitul lui Melko [Morgoth]; si astfel
vor fi rizbunati copiii lui Hurin si toti Oamenii*. Ce mi se pa-
re remarcabil aici este cd o forma a acestui concept se
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found in a brief essay of my father’s from near the end of
his life, in which he wrote that Andreth the Wise-woman of
the House of Béor had prophesied that ‘Turin in the Last
Battle should return from the Dead, and before he left the
Circles of the World for ever should challenge the Gr
Dragon of Morgoth, Ancalagon the Black, and deal him th
deathstroke.” The extraordinary transformation of Turin i
seen also in an entry in The Annals of Aman, where it i
said that the great constellation of Menelmakar,
Swordsman of the Sky (Orion), ‘was a sign of T in
Turambar, who should come into the world, and a foreshad-‘e
owing of the Last Battle that shall be at the end of Days.”*
Beyond this, in the absence (so far as I know) of any
other writing of my father’s bearing on his enigmatic con=
ception of Sigurd, I think that speculation on its larger sigfv*
nificance would fall outside the editorial limits that I havaf
set for myself in this book.
My father’s Odin does indeed retain his ancient charac-.
ter of gathering his ‘chosen’ to Valhéll to be his championﬁ‘
at the Ragnardk, and in the Lay of the Volsungs he appears.
against Sigmund, Sigurd’s father, and disarms him in his
last fight, so that he is slain (IV.8-11). In Norse legen
belief is expressed that Odin, faithless, ambiguous, and
sinister, desiring strife among kinsmen, turning against
his favourites at the last and felling those whom he has

* For references and citations from volumes of The History of Middle-earth on
this matter see The Peoples of Middle-earth (1996), pp. 374-75; and for the:uj
entry in the Annals of Aman see Morgoth s Ring (1993), pp. 71, 76. |
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regaseste intr-un foarte scurt eseu al tatilui meu, redactat
aproape de sférsitul vietii lui, in care el scria ci Andreth,
Femeia-inteleaptd din Casa lui Béor, profetise ¢i ,,in Ultima
Batilie, Turin se va intoarce din Morti, iar inainte de a parasi
Cercurile Lumii pentru totdeauna va trebui si-1 provoace la
luptd pe Marele Dragon al lui Morgoth, Ancalagon cel Negru,
$i sa-1 dea lovitura de moarte“. Extraordinara transformare a
lui Tarin este constatatd, de asemenea, intr-o insemnare din
Analele din Aman, unde se spune ci marea constelatie Menel-
makar, Spadasinul din Vizduh (Orion), ,,reprezenta un semn
al lui Tarin Turambar, care va veni pe lume, si o prezicere a
Ultimei Batélii care se va purta la sfargitul Zilelor**. :

Dincolo de asta, in absenta (din céte stiu eu) a oricarei alte
scrieri a tatdlui meu care si se refere la aceasti enigmatici
perspectiva asupra lui Sigurd, cred ca orice speculatie legata
de semnificatia lui mai larga ar depisi limitele editoriale pe
care mi le-am fixat in aceasti carte.

Odin-ul tatilui meu isi pastreaza, intr-adevir, trisitura sa
antica de a-i aduna pe ,,alesii sii in Valhala pentru a-i lupta
alaturi la Ragnarok, iar in Cantul Volsungilor el apare in lupta
impotriva lui Sigmund, tatal lui Sigurd, pe care il dezarmeaza
in ultima lui batalie, astfel incat acesta este micelarit (V. 8-11).
In mitologia nordica se exprima credinta ca Odin, necredincios,
ambiguu s§i sinistru, dorind conflictul intre neamuri, intor-
candu-se in cele din urma impotriva favoritilor lui i omoran-
du-i pe cei pe care i-a favorizat, are motive intemeiate pentru
un asemenea comportament: are nevoie de propriii sii oamenti,

* Pentru referinte si citate din volumele Istoriei Pamantului de Mijloc asupra
acestei chestiuni, vezi Popoarele Pamdntului de Mijloc (1996), pp. 374-75; iar
pentru Insemnarea din Analele din Aman, vezi Inelul lui Morgoth (1993), pp.
71,76:



