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VOLUME ONE

Dear Reader,

I wrote Don Quixote in prison, which isn’t the best place for
making beautiful and clever things. This is why it doesn’t have
any learned footnotes, serious sermons, or start with a poem
written by a duke. What the book does have is the story of the
brave knight errant Don Quixote and his squire Sancho Panza,
who are much more fun than all those serious clever books with
sermons in them. I've put in some characters from old stories,
t00, to show how educated I am. Because I couldn’t get hold of a
duke, I've asked some of the local shopkeepers to rustle up some
verses to start things off. Now, reader, I wish you good health.

Remember me.
Farewell.

Miguel de Cervontes

PRIMUL VOLUM

Draga cititorule,

Am scris Don Quijote pe cind eram la inchisoare, acesta
nefiind cel mai potrivit loc pentru a face ceva frumos si inteligent.
De aceea, cartea nu contine note de subsol savante, predici grave
si nu incepe cu o poezie scrisd de un duce. Ceea ce confine cartea
este istoria bravului cavaler rdtdcitor Don Quijote si a scutierului
siu Sancho Panza, care sunt mult mai amuzanti decdt toate
cirtile acelea serioase si inteligente care fin predici. Am inclus,
de asemenea, si cdteva personaje din povesti mai vechi, pentru a
ardta cat de educat sunt. Deoarece nu am putut pune mana pe
un duce, le-am cerut catorva negustori locali sd intocmeascd
niscaiva versuri pentru a pune lucrurile in miscare. Acum, dragd
cititorule, iti doresc sdndtate.

Nu mad uita!
Adio!

Miguel de Cervontes



Of all Hhe knights in all the stories,
Don Quixote has most glories.

The sguires of old were strong and brave
But Sancho Panza s owr fore.

Of hovses great and horses fost,
RO‘W’S W} Ef La&t

Of ladies proised in song and ditty,
Dulcinea’s finest and most pretty.

DM&WW&MWWWMW,
Don Quijote este cel mad de renvume.

Puternicd i bravi sunt sewtieru de-altadat’,
Dor Somcho Ponza este ol nostru preferat.

loxr dimtre coid bund i sprintend
Rotinante-L cel mad cel subh pintend.

Dintre doammele adorate prin contec si vwers
Duleinea-i mai frumoasd si mod eleganti-n mers.



Chapter One

Bon Quixote lived in La Mancha, in a village whose name
[ can’t quite remember.

Well, 'm calling him Don Quixote, but strictly speaking he
wasn't actually a don (which is Spanish for lord’) and his name
wasn’t actually Quixote, either. But apart from those two small
facts, everything written here is completely true and not made
up at all; because, as you will see, it's the made-up stuff that
causes all the trouble.

Don Quixote lived quite contentedly until one day, he
picked up a book about a knight errant. Well, he loved it so
much that the moment hed finished it he started reading
another, and after that he couldn’t stop. He read silly stories
about knights errant day in and day out, until of course in the
end his brain shrivelled up and he went mad.

He went so very mad, in fact, that he decided to set out, like
one of his storybook knights, to rid Spain of all giants, evil
enchanters and other villains. He went and found a suit of
armour that had been lying around for centuries, replaced the
helmet’s missing visor with one he made out of cardboard, and
went to find his horse.

The horse was a skinny old thing, but to poor Don Quixote
it seemed the finest mount in Spain. He spent four days trying
to think of an impressive name for the beast, and ended up
with Rocinante. He then spent eight days trying to think of a
name for himself: and that’s where Don Quixote came from.

Capitolul intai

Bon Quijote trdia in tinutul La Mancha, intr-un sat al cdrui
nume nu prea mi-l amintesc.

Ei bine, eu ii spun Don Quijote, dar, la drept vorbind, el nu
era chiar un don (care in spaniola inseamnd ,,nobil”) si nici
numele lui nu era, de fapt, Quijote. In afara acestor doud mici
chestiuni insa, tot ce este scris aici este perfect adevarat si deloc
inventat; pentru ci, dupa cum vei vedea, povestile inventate sunt
cele care aduc toate necazurile.

Don Quijote trdia multumit pana cand, intr-o zi, a dat peste
o carte despre un cavaler riticitor. Ei bine, cartea i-a plcut
atat de mult incét, in momentul in care a terminat-o, s-a apucat
s citeascd inca una si dupd aceea nu s-a mai putut opri. Citea
zi §i noapte povestioare despre cavaleri ratacitori, pana cand,
in cele din urma, creierul i s-a zbércit §i omul a innebunit.

Intr-adevir a innebunit atit de rau, incét s-a hotarat sa se
apuce, precum un cavaler din povesti, si salveze Spania de toti
uriasii, vrijitorii cei rdi si alti ticilosi. El s-a dus si a gasit o
armuri care zicea aruncatd de mai multe secole, a inlocuit
viziera lips a coifului cu una facuti de el din carton si a plecat
sd-si caute calul.

Calul era o martoagd, bitran si slabanog, dar bietului Don
Quijote i se parea a fi cel mai grozav animal caldrit de un om.
Patru zile i-au trebuit pAna sd gdseasca un nume impresionant
pentru bestie si, in cele din urma, alese Rocinante. Apoi ii mai
lui opt zile s se gAndeascd la un nume pentru sine: si de aici
iesi Don Quijote.
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It only remained for him to find a beautiful lady to inspire his
brave deeds, and to whom he could send any defeated giants.

Unfortunately Don Quixote didn'’t really know any ladies,
but there was quite a good-looking farm girl in the next village,
s0 he decided shed do. He didn’t get round to letting her know
she was his lady-love, or to warning her about the incoming
giants, but he did make up the name Dulcinea for her, which
he thought extremely lovely.

That settled, Don Quixote rode out one morning, his shield
on one arm and his lance in the other, to put right all the wrongs
of Spain.

He hadn’t gone far when it occurred to him that only people
whod been officially knighted were allowed to go round killing
villains, and for a few dreadful minutes he thought hed have to
go home again. He soon decided, however, that he was bound
to come across someone who could make him a knight and so
he rode on, his head echoing with all the songs that would one
day be written about his adventures.

The July sun soon got so hot that if Don Quixote had had
any brains, theyd have melted, and by the time he came to a
castle, he and Rocinante were tired out.

At least, Don Quixote thought it was a castle: anyone else
would have called it an inn.

An inn is used to welcoming strangers, but Don Quixote,
with the cardboard visor and his insistence on talking about
giants and knights errant, was stranger than most. Still, every-
one was kind. Some ladies helped Don Quixote off with his
armour (though not his helmet, because that was held on with
green ribbons which Don Quixote wouldn’t allow to be cut).
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Nu-i mai riméanea decat s dibuiascd o domnitd frumoasa
care si-i inspire fapte de bravura si cdreia sa-i trimita uriasii
invingi.

Din picate Don Quijote nu cunostea nicio domnitd, dar in
satul invecinat triia o tarancuta destul de frumusica, asa incat
decise ci aceasta ii era indeajuns. In cele din urma nu reusi sa-i
spuni fetei cd era aleasa lui, nici sd o anunte cd aveau sa-i
soseasci niste uriagi, dar alese pentru ea numele Dulcinea, pe
care il gésea grozav de atragator.

Acestea fiind stabilite, Don Quijote porni intr-o dimineatd
cu scutul intr-o méni si cu lancea in cealalt, sd indrepte toate
relele Spaniei.

Nu ajusese departe cand i trecu prin minte ca numai persoa-
nele ce fuseseri innobilate oficial aveau permisiunea sa ucida
rauficatori si, pentru citeva clipe inspdimantatoare, crezu cd va
fi nevoit si se intoarci acasa. Isi spuse, totusi, ci avea cu siguranta
s3 intalneasca pe cineva care putea si-l faca si pe el cavaler, asa
incat caldri mai departe, in minte rasundndu-i toate cantecele ce
urmau s fie scrise intr-o buna zi despre aventurile sale.

Curand soarele de iulie deveni atat de fierbinte incat, daca
Don Quijote ar fi avut vreun pic de minte, aceasta s-ar fi topit
si, pAna cand ajunserd la un castel, si el, si Rocinante erau zdro-
biti de oboseala.

Cel putin asa credea Don Quijote ca era un castel: oricine
altcineva i-ar fi spus han.

Un han foloseste pentru a gizdui straini, dar Don Quijote,
cu viziera lui de carton si insistenta de a vorbi despre uriasi si
cavaleri raticitori, era mai ciudat decit majoritatea. Cu toate
acestea, lumea era binevoitoare. Cateva doamne de neam il
ajutard pe Don Quijote sd-si scoata armura (dar nu si coiful,
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The ladies even found him some dripping, which they rubbed
into the rustier bits of his armour to help to preserve it. Despite
this problem, Don Quixote was only really worried about the
fact that he hadn’t been officially knighted. He went to the
‘lord-of-the-castle’ (who was really the innkeeper) and beseeched
the man to make him a knight so he could start some serious
fighting of villains.

Well, by that time the innkeeper had discovered that Don
Quixote had come out without any money, so quite frankly he
would have agreed to anything just to get rid of him.

‘Knights should always carry money; he said, crossly. ‘Money,
food and a first-aid kit for wounds - and they should have a
squire to look after them, as well’

Don Quixote listened humbly as he prepared to stand guard
in the courtyard all night, which is what people have to do
before they are knighted.

Everyone else settled down to sleep, and everything would
have been fine if a mule driver hadn’t arrived and needed to
use the water trough where Don Quixote had left his armour.
Well, the man naturally chucked the heap of old armour onto
the ground, and unfortunately his disrespect enraged Don
Quixote so much that he gave the poor man a whack over the
head with his lance.

The resulting din brought half the people in the inn running,
and when they saw the state of the poor mule driver’s head

they began pelting Don Quixote with stones.

deoarece acesta era legat cu panglici verzi, iar Don Quijote
nu permise si fie taiate). Doamnele ii facurd rost si de niste
unsoare cu care frecard temeinic partile mai ruginite ale
armurii, ca s-o protejeze. In ciuda acestei probleme, Don
Quijote nu era ingrijorat decit de faptul ca nu fusese innobilat
in mod oficial. El se duse la ,castelan” (acesta fiind de fapt
hangiul) si-1 implora sa-1 declare cavaler, astfel incat sa poata
incepe a se lupta serios cu ticalosii.

Ei bine, pana la urma hangiul descoperi ca Don Quijote
nu avea nicio letcaie, asa cd, sincer vorbind, ar fi fost de acord
cu orice, numai sd scape de el.

— Cavalerii ar trebui sd aiba intotdeauna bani asupra lor,
spuse el suparat. Bani, hrand si o trusd de prim ajutor pentru
rani - si ar trebui sa mai aiba si un scutier, care sa le poarte de
grija.

Don Quijote ascultd umil, pregitindu-se sa stea de strajd in
curte toatd noaptea, cici asta au oamenii de facut inainte de
a fi investiti cavaleri.

Toti ceilalti se retrdsesera la culcare si lucrurile ar fi fost in
buna regula daca nu ar fi sosit stapanul unui catar care avea
nevoie de apa din troaca in care isi ldsase armura Don Quijote.

Cum era si normal, omul azvarli armura gramada la
pamant, dar, din nefericire, lipsa lui de respect il infurie pe
Don Quijote in asemenea hal, inct acesta {i trase bietului om
o lovitura zdravana in cap cu lancea.

Zarva starnita aduse in fugd jumdtate din oaspetii hanului
si cAnd vdzurd acestia in ce hal arata capul bietului proprietar

al catarului, incepurd sd arunce cu pietre in Don Quijote.
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By then, the innkeeper had had more than enough. He
tapped Don Quixote on the shoulders with a sword, told him
firmly that he was knighted, and opened the door of the inn.

Don Quixote rode out triumphantly, in search of adventure.

Don Quixote was the happiest man alive as he rode along
on Rocinante, even though the orders of the ‘lord-of-the-castle’
meant that he was going to have to head back home to pick up
some money, provisions, a first-aid kit and a squire.

Rocinante was happy too, because he was travelling towards
his stable, so he went along at quite a good pace, for him.

It wasn't long before they heard howls of anguish and they
saw a man hitting a boy. Don Quixote was very angry.

‘Discourteous knight!” he exclaimed. ‘It ill becomes you to
assault an unarmed man. Pick up your lance and fight!”

“Knight?* said the man. ‘Pick up my what? Look, this stupid
boy keeps losing my sheep!’

“No I don’t; said the boy, quickly. ‘He’s just trying to make
me run away so he doesn’t have to pay me. He owes me nine
months’ pay at seven reals' a month already!”

Don Quixote looked very fierce.

“Then you owe this boy ... er ... nine times seven ... 1 ...
seventy-three reals; he proclaimed. ‘Hand them over or die!’

The man couldn’t believe this was happening.

‘Suppose I take the boy home and pay him there?” he
suggested.

‘He won't!” said the boy, quickly. ‘Don’t believe him!

But Don Quixote sat up even straighter.

| Reals (say ray-ahl) were the currency in Spain between the fourteenth century
and the nineteenth century.
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De data aceasta, hangiul se siturase pané peste cap. Il atinse
pe umir cu sabia pe Don Quijote, ii spuse apdsat cd fusese
(icut cavaler si ii deschise usa hanului.

Don Quijote iesi calarind trimfator, in ciutare de aventuri.

Cum mergea pe drum calare pe Rocinante, Don Quijote era
cel mai fericit om de pe pamant, desi ordinele ,castelanului”
insemnau ci va trebui sa se intoarc acas, ca si-siia ceva bani,
provizii, o trusa de prim ajutor si un scutier.

Rocinante era si el fericit, pentru ca se indrepta spre grajdul
lui, aga ci pasea intr-un ritm care-i convenea de minune.

Nu peste multd vreme auzird urlete de suferintd i vazura
un om care bitea un baietan. Don Quijote se supard foarte.

_ Necuviincioase cavaler! exclamd el. Nu-ti sade bine sa
ataci un om neinarmat. Ia-ti lancea si hai sa ne luptam!

- Cavaler? zise omul. Ce si-mi iau? Uite, prostul dsta imi
riitaceste mereu oile!

- Nu le ritacesc, spuse grabit baiatul. El incearca sa ma
faca si fug de-aici, ca sa nu fie nevoit si-mi plateasca. Imi
datoreaza deja banii pentru noud luni, cate sapte reali' pe luna.

Don Quijote se aratd indarjit.

- Atunci, ii datorezi bdiatului astuia... ada... noud ori
yapte... a3a... saptezeci si trei de reali, proclamd el. Achita-i
sau mori!

Omul nu putea s creadd cé se intampla asa ceva.

Sa zicem ca duc baiatul acasd si-i platesc acolo? propuse

N-o0 si-mi pliteasca! se gribi sa spuna baiatul. Nu-1 crede!
Dar Don Quijote se semeti in sa.

lealii erau moneda Spaniei intre secolele al XIV-lea si al XIX-lea.
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